
N E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSN E WSJan . -  Feb.
2018 VOLUME XI I I  •  NUMBER 1

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
�is was another year of extraordinary accomplishment 
in Lakewood. Crime is down, house sales are up, the golf 
course and country club look great. Some of the highlights:
• The Centennial picnic drew about 85 people, with food 
and fun, and most of all the wonderful music of the Lake-
wood High School Jazz Band. �e band continues to raise 
money for their April trip to New York to play at the Apol-
lo �eater. Word of their extraordinary talent is spreading 
– people are contacting us to find out how to get a perfor-
mance at their event. If anyone asks, the contact is Mike 
Kernodle at Lakewood High.
• Security force. We raised more than enough money to 
pay for the 12-week experiment, which for the most part 
appears to have made a considerable dent in nuisance crime 
– the nightly invasion to try our car door handles. Unused 
funds have been earmarked in the event we have to bring 
them back for a repeat performance!
• Swim lessons. Once again we were able to provide the 
City with funds to ensure that underprivileged kids get free 
lessons at the city pools. �e $822 was only about half of 

what we contributed the year before, but that was probably 
due to the collection for the security force. Still, more than 
60 kids got lessons.
• Animals of Lakewood Fund. �anks to our residents’ 
generosity, we have managed to keep the fund solvent, and 
now have the additional help of the county Animal Services 
folks. �ey have been charged with handling all the county 
stray dogs because they have the best record for finding the 
owners of lost animals and with re-homing strays. Instead 
of taking our stray pit bulls and being forced to euthanize 
them, now they are picking them up, giving them a health 
exam, neutering, testing them for aggression, and working 
with us to find a new owner. All we pay is a modest adop-
tion fee. Dr. Antz continues to be of service, discounted, 
for local problems Animal Control can’t handle. �e ulti-
mate aim of this entire process is to greatly reduce the aw-
ful statistics on animals euthanized in Pinellas.
• Membership. We hit 500 again this year. Our member-
ship gurus, Mike & Marlyn Fosnight, have raised the 2018 
target to 550. Awright!! 
Here’s looking at 2018 – another great year!

DOWN ON THE CORNER
If you’ve caught the wonderful aroma of Nathan’s hot dogs, 
sauerkraut and onion sauce on the corner diagonally across 
from City Hall, it’s coming from a cart wrangled by our 
very own Lakewoodian Breht Dennard. Louisiana andou-
ille sausage, turkey hot dogs, chicken/cheese sausages, hot 
links… a lunchtime destination.
Pay him a visit! He’s there from 9 a.m.to 2 p.m. weekdays.

We have had some complaints about the seeclickfix system. 
It does work very well but there are problems. �ese arise 
chiefly from a tendency on the part of whoever receives the 
complaint and directs it out for resolution to turn things 
over to the Community Resource Service to do an “inspec-
tion.” In the case of, say, a missing street sign, either it’s 
missing or it’s not, in which case sending someone directly 
from the sign shop would lop off several days before the 
fix is made. In Lakewood, it might be a good idea to both 
report the problem to seeclickfix and notify the Associa-
tion, because sometimes we have a direct line to the head of 
the department and we can get the problem solved in one 
third to one half of the time it would take to go through 
seeclickfix.
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Now that most of the dust of Irma has settled, it might be 
instructive to take a look back at one of the area’s worst 
hurricanes. �is has been republished, by permission from 
author Will Michaels, who wrote ”�e Making of St. Pe-
tersburg,” is president of St Pete Preservation, a past presi-
dent of the Council of Neighborhood Associations, and 
many other titles, roles and accomplishments. 

On October 25, 1921, a hurricane hit Tampa Bay by way 
of Tarpon Springs. Known as the Tarpon Springs Hurri-
cane or the Tampa Bay Hurricane, this storm at one point 
reached Category 4 status with winds of 140 mph while out 
over the Gulf. Exact estimates on its wind speed when it 
made landfall just above Tarpon Springs vary between 100 
and 115 mph, but the National Weather Service (NWS) re-
ports it to have been a Category 3 hurricane (111-129 mph.) 
Historical reports of the 1921 storm surge vary somewhat, 
depending on exactly where they were measured. Higher 
levels seem to have occurred on the east side of Tampa Bay, 
perhaps as a result of hurricane winds from the southwest 

HURRICANE HISTORY
and west. Measuring storm surges in 1921 was not as ac-
curate as it is today. �e NWS reports the 1921 surge at 
eleven feet.
All across Pinellas County windows were broken and pow-
er and telephone lines were down. But greatest damage oc-
curred along the waterfront where boats were smashed and 
the St. Petersburg Municipal Pier badly damaged. Other 
boats in the bay were sunk outright. On the Gulf side, 
the Pass-a-Grille and Seminole bridges were completely 
destroyed. �ere was a rumor that scores were drowned 
at Pass-a-Grille, which fortunately turned out to be false. 
Loss of life was limited to two persons in St. Petersburg, 
and perhaps another six in other areas of the county. Ca-
ladesi Island was formed from Honeymoon Island in the 
Dunedin area. �e new channel between the islands was 
aptly called Hurricane Pass.
While no lives were lost in Pass-a-Grille, the island was 
flooded. People rowed boats up Eighth Avenue. �e board-
walk was destroyed. �e casino extending into the Gulf at 
the foot of 23rd Avenue was demolished, and the Pass-a-
Grille Hotel severely damaged. �e St. Petersburg Beach 
Hotel and Casino was washed away. �e owner wrote: 
“Dining room tables were floating around and we had to 
swim to the staircase. We had been there but a short time 
when the south veranda was torn away and carried over the 
top of the casino…we silently watched huge waves demol-
ishing the hotel whose roof was lifted bodily and blown 
away.  While many persons, especially fishermen, lost all 
they had in the 1921 hurricane, the storm was played down 
by local government and business interests. �ey were con-
cerned that the tourist trade might be harmed. Damage 
was rapidly cleared. �e Pass-a-Grille Bridge was quickly 
rebuilt and the St. Petersburg Municipal Pier repaired and 
reopened under the leadership of Mayor Noel Mitchell two 
months after the hurricane hit.

And speaking of history, here are photographs provided by Pete Robison, whose family has lived here forever,
of what the golf course near his house looked like in 1963 and 1966.
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KOKOMO 
                 Salon and Spa

4915 34th St. S. • St. Petersburg • 727-867-1925

FULL SERVICE SALON
Color/Cut/Style - $65
Cut n’ Style - $35
Men’s Haircut - $15
Walk-ins Welcome

with this Ad
First Time 
Guests Only$5 OFF 

L

EYE ON CRIME: SCAMS
In the hope that none of us falls victim, here’s a list 
of the top 10 scams for 2017. 

Debt Collection: Most of the complaints under 
this category involve debt collectors. Consumers tell 
of receiving calls from harassing collectors who are 
threatening and will repeatedly call attempting to 
collect a debt. 
Fake Government Officials: If you received an email, let-
ter or phone call from a government agency (typically the 
IRS or FBI) and it instructs you to wire money somewhere, 
or follow a link and enter information - don’t believe it! 
Identity Theft, Phishing and Pharming: Scammers gain 
access to your confidential information, like Social Secu-
rity number or date of birth and then use it to apply for 
credit cards, loans and financial accounts.
Phone Scams: �is includes telemarketers violating the 
Do Not Call Registry, robodialers, scammers pretending 
to be from a bank or credit card company. �e National 
Do Not Call Registry (U.S.) offers consumers a free way 
to reduce telemarketing calls. Scammers call anyway, of 
course, and they’ve even found a way to scam consumers 
by pretending to be a government official calling to sign 
you up or confirming your previous participation on the 
Do Not Call list!

Loans Scams / Credit Fixers: False promises of 
business or personal loans, even if credit is bad, for 
a fee upfront. Or a scam that promises to repair 
your credit for a fee.
Fake Prizes, Sweepstakes, Free Gifts, Lottery 
Scams: You receive an email claiming you won 
a prize, lottery or gift, and you only have to pay 

a “small fee” to claim it or cover “handling costs.” �ese 
include scams which can go under the name of genuine 
lotteries like the UK National Lottery and the El Gordo 
Spanish lottery. No genuine lottery asks for money to pay 
fees or notifies it’s winners via email.
Internet Merchandise Scams: You purchase something 
online, but it is either never delivered or it is not what they 
claimed it was, or is defective. Online shopping scams are 
on the rise.
Automobile-Related Complaints: Car loans, car buying, 
car sales, auto repair, fake or useless extended warranties. 
Credit Bureaus and Related Credit Scams: Credit/debit 
card fees, pay day loans, credit repair companies and unau-
thorized use of credit/debit cards. Some of these complaints 
involve hidden fees.
Phishing/Spoofing Emails: Emails that pretend to be 
from a company, organization or government agency but 
ask you to enter or confirm your personal information.

4501 34th STREET SOUTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA  33711

PH: 727-867-6977
10% Discount for Lakewood Members

SUNSHINE
SKYWAY

ACE HARDWARE
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Landscape Services Design & Installation
Sprinkler Installation Sod Installation
Drainage Systems Landscape Lighting
Watergardens Tree Trimming
Koi Ponds Brick Pavers

 “Where Quality      Takes Root!”

727.865.6655
agreenerimage@hotmail.com

2233 Green Way So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

A GREENER IMAGE
Landscaping LLC

Sean O’Connor
Kendra O’Connor

DRIVING TIP
We see a lot of people driving in bad weather without lights 
and windshield wipers. What’s the rule? It’s simple: Florida 
statute 316.217 says a vehicle must have its headlights on 
between twilight and dusk. Headlights must be on during 
the time between sunset and sunrise, with no exceptions. 
�ere is also a windshield wiper law in effect for headlight 
use. When the windshield wipers are on, the headlights 
must be on. Rain, fog, smoke or mist conditions require 
headlights be turned on.
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Lakewood Estates News is made possible by the continued support and generosity of our neighborhood
Realtor Kent Rodahaver.

Designed and printed by:
Olympus Printing

6476 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg • 727-302-0919

LAKEWOOD ESTATES
CIVIC ASSOCIATION

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
Judy Ellis • President

864-3957, 460-1586  •  lecapresident@gmail.com

Kent Rodahaver • Vice President Pro Tem
401-7300  •  kentrodahaverealtor@gmail.com

Roy Hunt • Secretary Pro Tem
867-0527  •  RoyEHunt@aol.com

Patsy Wedding • Treasurer
867-8450  •  patsybowler@gmail.com

Melanie Henson
Director •  Crime Watch Coordinator

Animals of Lakewood Fund Coordinator 
258-8122 • melsmail70@gmail.com

Bonnie Rocks • Director
329-9239  •   brocks@knology.net

Pete Robison • Director
(727) 421-3305  •  peter.d.robison@gmail.com

Ola Bryant • Director
867-0789  •  babyL4@aol.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
Don & Caroline Baltrusis

Brooks & Rhonda Tyler

Justin Simpson

Jason & Lucy Bartlett

Dan & Lynn Argeaux

Cathy McCarthy

Michael & Joy Laroche

Arthur & Deborah Rawers

NEXT MEETING: JANUARY 17, 7:00 P.M. AT THE COUNTRY CLUB
Our guests will be Grace Moseley, District Secretary for Representative Wengay Newton, and Leila Wilson, 
from Senator Darryl Rouson’s office, who are coming to listen to our concerns about the group home on Lake-
wood Drive. We hope they will take these back to Tallahassee and get something started to increase the budget 
for the Department of Children and Families, which is charged with taking care of these kids but which is 
forever underfunded and understaffed. 

JANUARY IS ELECTION MONTH.
This year for the first time we will be using ballots because for the first time we have more than one candidate. 
You must be present to vote and you must have a current (2017 or 2018) membership.

On the ballot will be Judy Ellis (incumbent) and Helen Simon for president; Patsy Wedding (incumbent), run-
ning unopposed for treasurer; and Bonnie Rocks (incumbent), Dennis Russo, Kimberly Brown-Williams, and 
Marcie Sefchick running for a director position. Nominations will be accepted from the floor.

Candidates will have the opportunity to provide a brief bio (limit 200 words) that will appear as an attachment 
to the Friday Bulletin preceding the meeting.

YARD SALE 2018
We have April 7th available as the date for the annual yard 
sale and have arranged for both Goodwill to have a van and 
the City to have dumpsters at the top of Country Club Way, 
near the soccer fields. But questions have arisen as to whether 
we should continue to do this, with all the challenges for visi-
tors dealing with our crazy, winding streets. We welcome any 
suggestions for ways to improve attendance at this event and 
will cover this at the January meeting. In the meantime, as 
a reminder, we advertise this event in the Times, the Gabber 
and on Craig’s List, and we did give out maps one year that 
really weren’t very helpful. Perhaps more signs on strategic 
corners, with arrows? Any other ideas?
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Recent Sales in Lakewood Estates

Entice Buyers by Avoiding These 4 Common Turnoffs
You love your home. You have made lots of  memories there  and put time and energy into decorating and furnishing. But when you 
need to sell your home and it sits on the market for weeks, it may seem baffling. You may not agree with everything potential buyers 
say about your home, but this is a business transaction. Keep an open mind when it comes to selling – the customer is usually right.

Four Keys to Selling Your Home Faster: 1) Keep Your Home Tidy. Toys scattered about the floor and heaps of unfolded laundry 

give an impression that your home hasn’t been kept in the best order. 2)  Update Out-dated décor. Floral wallpaper in the bedroom, 

popcorn ceilings , and wood paneling… These are a few of a buyer’s least favorite things. 3) Clean Up After Your Pets. If a prospective 

buyer walks out immediately after a sniff test, you may have found your problem. 4) Create a Blank Canvas for Buyers. You want 
buyers to envision themselves living in your home. But that is hard to do when they cannot get past your kids’ artwork on the fridge 
or the purple leopard-print sofa in the living room. 

If you are interested in other ideas of ways that I coach my sellers in successfully preparing their home for a swift sale, call me 
or connect with me. I am your neighbor and I am very eager to share and always available to help.

Kent Rodahaver Charles Rutenberg Realty, Inc.   727.301.7300
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ST. PETERSBURG COUNTRY CLUB 

Winter	Memberships	
Winter	Memberships	are	available	for	seasonal	

residents	of	Lakewood	Estates	and	the	Tampa	Bay	
area	through	April	30,	2018.		Unlimited	golf,	tennis,	

pool,	and	fitness	center	access	give	members	a	chance	
to	have	exclusive	club	privileges	during	the	prime	

months	in	our	incredible	city.	Contact	our	
membership	department	for	more	details.	

2000	Country	Club	Way	South																																												
St.	Petersburg,	FL	33712																								

727.867.2111																	
stpetecountryclub.com	


