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RANDOM NOTES FROM HERE & THERE
• A Lakewood man who shall remain anonymous was at 
Dr Antz’ vet clinic one day in late November when a man 
came in with a dog that had been attacked by another. 
The victim could not afford the $281 needed to mend his 
animal, and our Mr. X stepped in. Later, when the victim 
returned to Dt. Antz with the money collected from the 
owner of the attacking animal, Mr X chose not to take 
it but instead turned it over to the Animals of Lakewood 
Fund (formerly known as the Ruby Fund). Another won-
derful random act of kindness.
• 38th Avenue: Do you know of a sorority or fraternity that 
would adopt the single block that runs from 31st Street 
to 34th Street and agree to clean it up once a month? Or 
a high school kid who needs community service points? 
The City does its best, they even put up NO LITTERING 
signs, but the problem goes from bad to horrible. Consider-
ing that 38th Avenue is one of the main feeder roads into 
the new Skyway Marina District, it really is critical to get 
this place cleaned up and keep it clean. Can anyone help?
• The city has put out its map of streets that will be repaved 
in 2017. Here’s our list:
Green Way, both entrances off Fairway to where they meet
Anastasia from Alcazar to Fairway
Alhambra from Fairway to Aragon
There is no way to know when this will happen but the 
Association may be notified and in any event every house 
on the affected block will get a door hanger with (we hope) 
sufficient advance notice. The city is rather notorious for 
leaving behind assorted problems when they pave, such as 
messing up the ends of driveways or leaving ruts in peo-
ple’s lawns, so if you have any problems of this nature after 
the paving, contact the City and ask for project manager 
Dusty Kersey. 
• Membership cards: Paid members can request a member-
ship card, useful for the merchants who offer us discounts, 
by contacting lecapresident@gmail.com or calling 864-
3957. Your card will be put in a plastic bag and placed at 
the president’s mailbox for pick-up, or it can be picked up 
at a meeting.

Thanks to all who attended the First Lakewood Roll 
event Sunday, November 27. Riders both young and ex-

perienced rode through part of our community enjoying 
the beautiful weather and scenery.

BICYCLE HELMETS
Look closely at the above photo of the happy crowd that 
went on the first Lakewood Roll back in November. Among 
the smiling faces are two people who somehow never got 
proper instruction on how to wear a helmet. Here is how a 
helmet works:

The helmet is designed to hit the ground before you do, 
so that if it’s worn on the top of the head like a tiara or a 
baseball cap, it does you no good when you fall. We see 
kids all the time riding like the Wrong photo and it’s very 
scary. Even with a helmet, when an experienced rider like 
Councilwoman Leslie Curran fell near the country club 
a couple of years ago, she ended up in the hospital with a 
serious head injury. Two rules: 1) Wear a helmet. 2) Wear it 
correctly. It’s body armor, not a fashion statement.

Have you visited the website lately?
www.lakewoodstpete.com
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KOKOMO 
                 Salon and Spa

4915 34th St. S. • St. Petersburg • 727-867-1925

FULL SERVICE SALON
Color/Cut/Style - $65
Cut n’ Style - $35
Men’s Haircut - $15
Walk-ins Welcome

with this Ad
First Time 
Guests Only$5 OFF 

Fun and games at Halloween. Some of the gang that 
turned out to celebrate and enjoy a hayride at Brian 

and Hailey Godden’s house on Anastasia.

The jolly group of Lakewood neighbors at the Trujillos’ 
December 4 ornament swap and social.

DRIVING TIP
We see a lot of people in St Pete who don’t seem to under-
stand the reason for gore zones or why they’re important. 
Gore zones are areas designed to help merging traffic stay 
in the merge lane until they have a clear view of what’s 
coming up on them in the moving traffic. They usually 
consist of black and white stripes, so they are also referred 
to as zebra zones. By cutting across a gore zone, you are not 
only taking the chance that you don’t have a good view of 
what you’re merging with, you also startle drivers ahead 
of you who have correctly waited to the end of the stripes 
before merging. There is always a solid white line separat-
ing merging traffic from the main flow and the rule is, you 
don’t merge until you have come to the end of that solid 
line. This is a ticketable offense.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
It was heartbreaking this past Thanksgiving when a resi-
dent’s dog broke his leash and ran off. The resident was not a 
member and had no idea how quickly we could have rallied 
his neighbors to put out a dragnet on that dog. The result 
was that the dog was gone all night and ended up in a pond, 
gone forever.
We know that a lot of people don’t join because of simple in-
ertia – they mean to get around to it but just never quite do. 
Others don’t realize the many benefits of membership, how 
far those $15.00 go, and how the strength we have in num-
bers benefits everyone. A few believe that if you live here, 
you are automatically a member. Not only is that not true, 
neither is the rumor that your membership in LECA gives 
you a membership in the country club.
Interestingly, since we began a very active welcome wagon 
program, staffed by two cheerful ladies with the time and 
dedication to make personal visits, newcomers to Lakewood 
are joining at the rate of about 8 out of 10. And because real 
estate in Lakewood is hot, we have a lot of new families, 
leading to a lot of new members, which allowed us to break 
that magic number, 500, late last year.
At this writing, we have something of a gap in the welcome 
program caused by the personal situations of both ladies, so 
we ask you to be vigilant about new residents in your area 
and pass on the address so that we can be sure to give them a 
personal visit. Newcomers are often unsure about things like 
garbage pick-up, recycle days, brush removal, haz-mat dis-
posal, and the sort of local “small stuff” we focus on like yard 
parking and trash can storage. A visit from a welcome crew 
goes a long way toward helping a new family settle in and 
provides a sense of security as the new residents learn about 
the Google group and our very efficient tom-tom system.
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SKYWAY MARINA DISTRICT
Things are really starting to pop and it’s so very encourag-
ing. We are seeing definite signs of an economic upturn 
in this district. The city and Phillips are working together 
to finalize plans for the apartment complex that will run 
from 30th to 32nd Avenue South across from Ceridian. 
Two restaurants, a pool, possibly a volleyball court, a “lazy 
river,” and 316 market-rate apartments. Some are worried 
about the influx of population in so many apartments but 
it helps to remember that new people need businesses and 
places to shop, and new businesses will stimulate the Dis-
trict. Already we have the new Pet Supermarket, a Wawa 
will be built on the present site of the Bank of America 
near St Bart’s church (38th Avenue South), and a Japanese 
hibachi-sushi place will go in at Bay Pointe in what was for-
merly the diamond store. The development committee and 
the city are working diligently to find new owners for the 
former Ponderosa, the Kmart property, and improvement/
rebuild for the Skyway Mall.
There is a new owner of the property where the Aldi is 
located, and the plaza has been re-landscaped with new 
parking and pedestrian striping, and what appears to be a 
far better effort to keep the place free of litter.
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Landscape Services Design & Installation
Sprinkler Installation Sod Installation
Drainage Systems Landscape Lighting
Watergardens Tree Trimming
Koi Ponds Brick Pavers

 “Where Quality      Takes Root!”

727.865.6655
agreenerimage@hotmail.com

2233 Green Way So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

A GREENER IMAGE
Landscaping LLC

Sean O’Connor
Kendra O’Connor

L
L

L4501 34th STREET SOUTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA  33711

PH: 727-867-6977
Your HQ for NO SOLICITING signs!

SUNSHINE
SKYWAY

ACE HARDWARE

EYE ON CRIME
It’s more like “Eye on Codes” this time. 
One of the more difficult things we have to deal 
with is the fact that when people buy a house in 
this city, no one informs them about the ordi-
nance prohibiting the parking of commercial or 
recreational vehicles in their front yards or drive-
ways. The law says:
No person shall park, allow to be parked, place, 
allow to be placed, store, or allow to be stored 
domestic equipment… within the right-of-way 
adjacent to either a residential use or a property 
in a residential district. Except that domestic equipment 
may be parked … for no more than four consecutive hours 
from 8:00 a.m. on Monday through 4:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day, and anytime from 4:00 p.m. on Thursday until 8:00 
a.m. on the following Monday.

Domestic Equipment is defined as accessory to residential 
single household activity, designed for recreational, water 
sport, camping, travel, or household utility applications, 
and not designed, used or intended to be used for perma-
nent living or for commercial or industrial purposes…. 
including but not limited to: motor homes, mobile homes, 
campers, travel trailers, recreational vehicles, pick-up 
campers, tent trailers, and pop-out campers. Domestic 
equipment also includes but is not limited to four wheeled 
motorized carts, houseboats, boats, jet skis, any trailers 

specifically designed to transport or carry one or 
more pieces of domestic equipment, and utility 
trailers.

Unfortunately, the realtors who handle the 
transfers of ownership of property in this city do 
not think to inform the purchaser about these 
rules, with the result that people move in here 
with some outrageously large vehicles and then 
become very annoyed, to say the least, when they 
are told they can’t park them here. Sometimes 
they call the Lakewood board, very irate about 

our “rule.” It’s not us. It’s the entire city. One gentleman 
put a deposit down on a house near 31st Street only to find 
out that he absolutely could not park his 31’ fishing boat in 
the front yard!
Campers, RV vehicle, boats – all this stuff has to be out 
of your front yard and off the street for all but 4 hours a 
day or overnight on weekends. No commercial vehicles are 
allowed at all unless it’s a contractor fixing your roof or 
installing a pool. Just imagine what Lakewood would look 
like if every plumber, electrician, contractor, landscaper, a/c 
repairman, electrician, or pool installer was allowed to park 
in front of his or her house or in the driveway. 
We are working with the local realty board to try to ensure 
that people who buy a house in this city don’t get a nasty 
surprise when they move in.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
Mikhail & Olivia Mansion

Breht Dennard
Stan  & Melissa Harhalos 
Kevin & Barbara Hopkins

Mike & Pamela Williford (#500!)
Connie Davis

Kevin & Sarah Van Tassel
Jake Rahdert

Beth Grabill & Hope Thatcher
Dylan Habbeb & Sarah Ward

Nancy Van Lenten & James Griffith
Robert & Stephanie Reed

Designed and printed by: Olympus Printing
6476 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg

727-302-0919

LAKEWOOD ESTATES
CIVIC ASSOCIATION

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
Judy Ellis • President

864-3957, 460-1586  •  lecapresident@gmail.com

Melanie Henson
Vice President  •  Crime Watch Coordinator

Animals of Lakewood Fund Coordinator 
258-8122 • melsmail3@earthlink.net

Patsy Wedding • Secretary/Treasurer
867-8450  •  patsybowler@gmail.com

Bonnie Rocks • Director
867-5409  •   brocks@knology.net

Pete Robison • Director
(727) 421-3305  •  peter.d.robison@gmail.com

Ola Bryant • Director
867-0789  •  babyL4@aol.com

Roy Hunt • Director
867-0527  •  RoyEHunt@aol.com

DUES
Your annual dues of $15.00 are payable this month. An 
envelope is enclosed for your convenience. We ask that if 
you wish to contribute to the Animals of Lakewood Fund 
(formerly the Ruby Fund), you enclose a separate check 
payable to ALF. There is now a dedicated bank account for 
this effort so that we can better track incoming donations 
and outgoing payments. 
Dues may be paid at any time during the year but in order 
to encourage early payment (so that we can properly bud-
get), note that if your dues are not paid by March 30th, 
your address in the Google group, and other membership 
privileges, will be suspended until the dues are paid. 
We closed out 2016 at 504 members and hope to do even 
better in 2017.
As mentioned elsewhere in this issue, we will no longer 
automatically prepare membership cards because many 
people never claimed theirs last year. The cards will now 
be prepared on request. The list of businesses participating 
in our discount program is available on the web site under 
Sponsors. If you do not have access to the web, let us know 
and we’ll mail you a copy of the list.

RUBY FUND
The Ruby Fund has been renamed and 
is now the Animals of Lakewood Fund 
(ALF). A separate bank account has been 

set up to manage the donations and reimburse the vet – it 
will be managed by Mel Henson, who is also the coordinator 
of the foster program so badly needed to get these animals 
into shelter until they can be treated and adopted. Mel is 
always looking for fosters, so if you can help, contact her at 
melsmail3@earthlink.net and let her know… and also give 
her any restrictions (such as no big dogs or no cats). 
And speaking of the vet, is your pet chipped? This inexpen-
sive device is extremely efficient in getting your pet home 
after an escape or accidental loss. Lakewood has its own chip 
scanner, so even if your pet is found on a Sunday, we can 
scan him. If this is one of those things you can’t quite get 
around to, maybe now is the time to do that. Call Dr Antz 
at 895-8387 and make an appointment to take that dog or 
cat in.NEXT MEETING

January 18th, 7 p.m. at the Country Club. Our guest will be Bob Griendling, president of the St. Pete Bicycle Club, to 
speak about maintaining good relationships between the neighborhood and the cyclists. The days of almost open warfare 
are long gone but there are still misunderstandings.
Good ice cream from the Working Cow, great door prizes, a few laughs. The Country Club usually has a big turn-out on 
this Wednesday in January so the parking lot is going to be a busy place. Don’t hesitate to ask for the valet. 
January is election month and since this is an odd year, we will be electing a vice president, secretary and one director.
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Recent Sales in Lakewood Estates

Ways to Amp Up The Resale Value of Your Home
Whether you are putting your home on the market this year or in the next five years, it is a smart decision to start building your 
home’s resale value now. Typical home maintenance is often overlooked, yet it is a simple way to create a comfortable home while
making it easier to put more money into your bank account come closing day.

If you think that home maintenance on the weekend is a low priority, think again. The small chores you do around your home 
prevents it from losing value. Neglecting small maintenance and repairs may cause up to 10% of your home’s value to walk out your 
door and slip through your windows. Many of the appraisers that I have worked with claim that an average home showing little to no 
preventative maintenance can depreciate from $15,00 to $20,000 here in St Petersburg. Preventative maintenance can also actively
increase you home’s resale value by about an additional 1% per year. Because buyers (and/or their  home inspector) generally notice 
any repairs needed, proactive maintenance lets the homebuyer know that he or she will not have to spend extra money to maintain 
the basic items. This truly makes your home more attractive, and thus much more likely to get sold fast and for top-dollar. 

Kent Rodahaver Charles Rutenberg Realty, Inc. 727.301.7300



      Building a Partnership………..Growing our Community 

Residents that are Members of the Lakewood Civic Association 
May Join St. Pete Country Club  

2000 Country Club Way S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712  ●   727-867-2111 ● www.stpetecountryclub.com 

Offering Golf, Tennis, Swimming, and Dining, The Club has many opportunities to 
suit your needs….. 

  
Call us today to arrange a tour and discuss what opportunity is best for you! 


