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RANDOM NOTES FROM AMNESIA WAY SOUTH
How many signs are enough? Apparently in response to a lawsuit, a court somewhere in the state has ruled that it is not 
nice to tell people how many signs they can have in their yard. The new law allows for 5 signs. Five. It doesn’t take much 
imagination to envision what this place could look like if everyone had a sign for their roofer, electrician, A/C service, 
plumber, window repair, etc. Rather than allow ourselves to become a massive billboard advertising other people’s busi-
nesses, we are going to suggest that we all refrain from putting out any signs other than for a service being performed ... 
and once that provider is finished, remove the sign. Please.
Do we have your correct email? If you’re a paid member but have not been receiving the Friday Bulletins and other news/
alerts, we may not have your correct address. Or you may have been lost in the reshuffle caused by the change from Google 
Groups. When you renew in January, please be sure to put your email address on the form – don’t assume we have it.
We are bringing back the Christmas lights contest. This time you will need 
to let us know you want to participate so that the judges driving around don’t 

accidentally overlook you. Just 
email lecapresident@gmail.com 
and give her your address. Prizes 
for first, second and third place will 
be gift cards - $100, $75 and $50. 
Once again Sheena De Freece and 
Carolyn Wilson represented us at 
the annual Food Bank “hunger lunch.” We are proud to be able to contribute to 
this wonderful organization that feeds literally thousands every week.
Sheena and Carolyn at the Food Bank lunch.

INDOOR CAT OR OUTDOOR CAT?
Many of us who grew up with cats recognize that they are 
roamers at heart and we are reluctant to rob them of their 
freedom by confining them to the house. But in the last few 
years, the perils of the outdoors have increased, and changed. 
Coyotes are one of the latest wrinkles. So is feline AIDS, 
which is transmitted by a bite or scratch when cats have their 
disagreements, and for which there is no cure. Wild animals, 
diseases, cars, fights – it’s a treacherous world out there.
According to the petwebmd site, an indoor cat can live as 
long as 17 or more years while an outdoor cat’s average life is 
just 2-5 years. 
A solution can be found in the catio, conversion of part of 
the outside of your house into a screen-in, protected space for 
your cat. It can be nothing more than an extended window 
sill or installation of “pet resistant” screening on an existing 
patio. An artificial tree, perhaps, a few toys, a comfy chair 

or cushions, litter box, scratching post, and shelves to sit on, 
and the cat feels he is outdoors without feeling threatened or 
being endangered. Sunshine, birds to watch, fresh air – this 
room can become a cat’s favorite place to hang out. 
Screening comes in two types, pet-resistant and pet-proof. 
The latter is a good bet if you have a cat certain to try to claw 
its way out, but the resistant variety works for most animals, 
is less expensive, and is less dense, so it lets in more light. In 
any event it is not recommended that you leave an animal out 
there at night, since in Lakewood we have a variety of wild-
life that passes through and may want to get to your pet. No 
food out there, either - that’s another unwelcome attraction.
You can do a computer search on the word catio and/or you 
can contact the Association president for more information, 
at lecapresident@gmail.com.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
With a new city council coming into play in January, we 
are making a list of the few things we find troubling, items 
we’d like to discuss or have input on in the new year. 
We have invited the city’s head of zoning and permitting, 
Liz Abernethy, to come to our January meeting to address a 
couple of issues. The first is how the city monitors applica-
tions for group homes so that we can be prepared in case 
yet another one tries to set up shop here. The second one, on 
Cardinal Way, created considerable concern but it is legal 
and allowed by zoning. But there are rules about how many 
of these can open up here, and we need to know what they 
are. The second issue is a matter of finding a way to require 
a citizen review of building plans before the city approves 
them. This is designed to make sure that new homes built 
in a neighborhood like ours “conform to the character” of 
the area. This is something that is going to have to come 
before the new council.
Then there is the ongoing issue of law enforcement, some-
thing of concern to many neighborhoods. The sad fact is 
that when it comes to controlling bad driving, this city is 
lagging far behind the practices, policies and procedures 
proven to work elsewhere. We suffer thousands of crashes 
every year; we pay the 4th highest car insurance rates in the 
country. On a good day, we may have 4 officers doing traffic 
detail in a city of more than a quarter million people. And 
as we have written may times before, it is established fact 
that if you pull drivers over for even the smallest of infrac-

tions, you are going to catch people driving drunk, driving 
on drugs, wanted on warrants, carrying a gun improperly. 
Every day we see a sort of Dodge City mentality on our 
streets – speeding is rampant and uncontrolled. Red lights 
and stop signs are ignored. Lights aren’t on, arms are hang-
ing out of windows, lighted cigarettes are thrown, cars drive 
into oncoming traffic to get into a left-turn lane before the 
light changes. Police officers approached about these prob-
lems say that this is the way driving is all over the country. 
No, it’s not. When people know they are likely to get a 
ticket, they get that foot off the pedal. People who live in 
Gulfport and Kenneth City already know this! 
Google the word DDACTS and see how other cities are 
using this federal program to reduce both traffic problems 
and crime. It works. But we have yet to be able to get either 
the PD or the city council to focus on it. So it’s another item 
for 2020.
Finally, we continue to receive complaints about the city’s 
attitude toward uncontrolled growth. The city narrows or 
removes lanes from our streets and raises our water and 
sewage prices while at the same encouraging construction 
of more and more skyscrapers full of people who put strains 
on those systems. 
It’s going to be an interesting year. If you are not a member 
of the Association and are concerned about your water bills 
or being safe on our streets or what’s going to be built on 
that empty lot near you, this might be a good time to join.

DARK SKY
Like a lot of neighborhoods, we are well lit at night. Too well 
lit. Unnecessarily lit. We don’t have night-time burglaries or 
home invasions. Why do we need to light up our yards and 
driveways with so much glare? As we wrote a few years ago, 
bright lights, called glare bombs, create corresponding dark 
places, giving potential criminals a comfortable place to 
lurk. Those lights also tell a potential break-in crook where 
your doors are. A house that is dark at night is a bad target 
– the potential criminal can’t see enough to plan an attack. 
The fact is that much outdoor lighting used at night is inef-
ficient, overly bright, poorly targeted, improperly shielded, 
and, in many cases, completely unnecessary. This light, and 
the electricity used to create it, is being wasted by spilling it 
into the sky, rather than focusing it on to the actual objects 
and areas that people want illuminated. 

Worse, those bright lights are a real problem for wild life. 
Birds that migrate or hunt at night navigate by moonlight 
and starlight. Artificial light can cause them to wander off 
course and toward the dangerous nighttime landscapes of 
cities. Glare from artificial lights can also impact wetland 
habitats that are home to amphibians such as frogs and 
toads, whose nighttime croaking is part of the breeding 
ritual. Artificial lights disrupt this nocturnal activity, in-
terfering with reproduction and reducing populations. And 
our Lakewood ponds are full of amphibians! These are just 
a couple of the problems created by excessive night lights. 
If you really don’t need all that illumination around your 
house, consider turning it off or toning it down.

NEXT MEETING • NOVEMBER 20, 7 P.M. AT THE COUNTRY CLUB
Come at 6:30 and socialize over cobbler and coffee. Our speaker will be from the Museum of History with a presenta-
tion on Lakewood itself – come and see how we started out, how we grew and how we got where we are. Door prizes, 
50/50, “Tell Me Something Good, Lakewood,” some laughs and fun. Win a free turkey!
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NEW TO LAKEWOOD?
We had a lot of new folks move in here over the summer and want to welcome them to the city’s Best Neighborhood. Here 
are a few things that might be helpful to know:
Recycle is every other Tuesday. The calendar is on the city’s web site at www.stpete.org/sanitation/residential/docs/2019%20
Recycle%20CalendarA3Red5x8-proof.pdf and is published in this newsletter from time to time.
City ordinance does not allow you to park your car in your yard or on the tree line; you also cannot leave a boat or a com-
mercial vehicle in your driveway. 
The golf course is private property, for members only, and the club protects its grass by requesting that you not walk on 
it, walk your dog on it, play football or frisbee on it – and so on. Properly maintaining those greens and fairways is costly. 
And fishing in the ponds is strictly prohibited. The country club pays for the fish to keep down the alga, so removing them 
is theft. And cast nets are illegal in St. Petersburg except at Lake Maggiore. The Club would really prefer that you not get 
beaned by a 90 mph golf ball – trespassers often don’t realize that the golfer can’t see them.
You are encouraged to join the Country Club. Flyers are available at the front desk of the clubhouse, their ad runs in the 
newsletter, and occasionally they will offer discounts to Lakewood residents.
Lock your car. Always. We have almost no crime here, including very few car break-ins, because we’ve learned that we 
are not immune to those late-night raids on our driveways, and we lock up the car. Do not leave anything in the car that 
might be tempting. Better yet, don’t leave anything in your car that you don’t want to lose!
If you haven’t joined the Lakewood Estates Civic Association, read on. There’s a reason we were named the Best Neighbor-
hood in 2018… probably several reasons. Here are a few:
Google group – weekly bulletins, alerts if needed, to keep you informed about what’s going on. Without those emails, you 
may not know how to appeal an increase in your water bill. You may not know about the building proposed for the vacant 
lot next to the United Church of Christ on Caesar or why it’s important to you. 
Find a dog? Lose a dog? We have a network within Lakewood to deal with wandering animals, and a fund to get aban-
doned animals treated, neutered and adopted. Members can post their pets’ photos on the web site.
Want to advertise your business or product? Members can be entered into the Community Corner on the web site.
Like the Rays? At least once a year, members take part in a raffle for free tickets to a Rays game. We also get tickets for 
special city events like the St. Petersburg Indycar Grand Prix.
Need to find a good electrician? Plumber? Handyman? Need a service like a baby sitter or home health care? Want to sell 
a washing machine? Having a yard sale? Lakewood is here for you. Don’t shop retail -- shop Lakewood!
Come to the November meeting, pay dues and receive a gift bag with a $5 Publix card, water bottle, map of Lakewood 
and other goodies. We’d love to meet you!

Celebrate the 
season of together.
Get yours at:

At selected stores only. ©2019 Edible IP, LLC. Edible®, Edible Arrangements®, and  
the Fruit Basket Logo are registered trademarks of Edible IP, LLC. All rights reserved.

4827 34th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711

727-864-9894

$10 OFF
orders of $50+

Code: SPLE0259
Expires: 12/31/19
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HELLO! I’M DENISE ANDERSON YOUR ST. PETE REALTOR®

L
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Linda Morgan, REALTOR, LLC 

Cell: 727-251-0494 
Or email me at  

LindaMorganProperties@gmail.com 

Your neighborhood Real Estate Professional.   

Lakewood Neighbor and St. Pete Native. 5th generation in the Tampa Bay area.  

40 years of giving back to my community! 

Beach , Downtown  

Or in between. 

Helping Buyers & Sellers 

Living the Dream!  WOOF! 
L

NOVEMBER IS “MANATEE AWARENESS MONTH”  by Denise Anderson

In 2005, the Sunshine State declared November “Manatee 
Awareness Month” to promote the protection of Florida’s 
official marine mammal. The Florida manatee, a subspecies 
of the West Indian manatee, is a large, slow-moving ma-
rine mammal with an elongated, round body and paddle-
shaped flippers and tail. Manatees are herbivores, feeding 
solely on seagrass, algae and other vegetation in freshwater 
and estuarine systems in the southeastern United States. 
Full-grown manatees weigh between 800 to 3,500 pounds 
and reach 10 – 13 feet in length. Females are larger than 

males. Manatees can hold their breath for approximately 
20 minutes, however they regularly breathe every few min-
utes. Florida manatees can be found as far west as Texas 
and as far north as Massachusetts during summer months. 
But during the winter, manatees congregate in Florida, as 
they require warm-water habitats to survive. In spite of 
their size, manatees have relatively little body fat and a low 
metabolic rate. Manatees cannot tolerate temperatures be-
low 68 degrees for long periods of time. Due to their slow 
speed and relatively high buoyancy, manatees are often 
struck by vessels, which is the primary cause of human-re-
lated deaths of the species. Additionally, manatees continue 
to be threatened by loss of warm-water habitat and periodic 
die-offs from red tides and unusually cold weather events.
Manatees are distant relatives of elephants. You might not 
think they look alike but if you use your imagination, you 
will notice they share several characteristics. Both mana-
tees and elephants have tough skin, bristle-like hair cov-
ering their entire body, teeth that are continuously being 
replaced and “toe” nails on each forelimb. The relationship 
between a mother and baby is the strongest social bond 
created by manatees. A mother manatee will carry her baby 
for about 12 months before she gives birth. When born, 
the baby will be about 4 - 4.5 feet long and weigh between 

(Manatee continued on page 6)
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60 - 70 pounds. A baby manatee is called a calf. The calf will stay close to the mother for one to two years to learn travel 
routes and the location of food, rest areas and warm water refuges. Females generally give birth to a single calf every two 
to five years and twin births are rare.
If you see a manatee, simply enjoy the moment and appreciate their grace and beauty. Do not reach out to the manatee. 
You may teach him/her that all people are kind and respectful, which is unfortunately not true! The best way to enjoy 
their company is to observe them from a distance. Report sick, injured, dead, tagged, orphaned, or harassed manatees to 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), 24 hours a day, 7 days a week: call 1-888-404-3922. 
Cellular phone customers: *FWC or #FWC

(Manatee continued from page 5)

L

New Business! The ad above right for Skyway Shutters and Blinds is a 
new business for Lakewood, owned by your neighbors Michael Dukes and 

Jennifer Mistretta.  Please patronize them!
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LAKEWOOD ESTATES
CIVIC ASSOCIATION

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

Judy Ellis • President
864-3957, 460-1586  •  lecapresident@gmail.com

Kent Rodahaver • Vice President
301-7300  •  kentrodahaverealtor@gmail.com

Patsy Wedding • Treasurer
867-8450  •  patsybowler@gmail.com

Melanie Henson • Secretary
Crime Watch Coordinator

Animals of Lakewood Fund Coordinator 
258-8122 • melsmail70@gmail.com

Bonnie Rocks • Director
329-9239  •   Bonnierocks725@gmail.com

Pete Robison • Director
421-3305  •  peter.d.robison@gmail.com

Ola Bryant • Director
867-0789  •  babyL4@aol.com

Lakewood Estates News is made possible by the continued support and generosity of our neighbor Realtor Kent Rodahaver.

Designed and printed by Olympus Printing • 6476 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33707 • 727-302-0919

NEW MEMBERS:
Susan Fern & John Thompson

Denis Ramsay & Mark Vigorito
Luis & Kathy Colone

Krista Reber & Jason Kurz
Dan & Virginia Harter

Tim Creagan
John & Stephanie Ellithorpe

Ashley Hardman
James & Pat Hilliard

RETURNING MEMBERS:
Nicole Lauber & Ben Judd

MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT FORM

 New Member      Renewal

 Name: _____________________________________________________________________

 Address: ___________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________

 Phone: ______________________________ E-mail: ________________________________
 (please print)

 $20.00 Annual Membership Enclosed       Additional Donation $_________

Please send to: LECA, P.O. Box 15903, St. Petersburg, FL 33733

WE ARE NOW WITH PAYPAL!
By popular demand, we now have a Paypal account 
that you may access on the web page. If you are already 
a member, feel free to use this link to make donations, 
contribute to the Animal Fund of Lakewood or any 
other money-based exercise. If it isn’t clear what the 
money is for, fear not - we will get back to you and ask!
Go to www.lakewoodstpete.com and click Join Us.
Dues received after 11/1/19 will be credited to 2020 
membership.



Lakewood Estates News • 8

L

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION?
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What is Your Home Worth in Today’s Market?  Visit LakewoodEstatesHomeValues.com

Homeowners Have Higher Levels of Life Satisfaction
Want to experience higher levels of happiness and satisfaction? The answer could lie in real estate.
According to a recent 2019 Fall Homebuyer Insight Report, the vast majority of homeowners – a whopping 93
percent – are happier owning their home than they were when renting…And the benefits of owning a home do not
end there. Homeowners also report higher levels of life satisfaction in all areas, including:
a) How much time they spend pursuing hobbies (82% of current homeowners vv. 63% of prospective buyers).

b) The quality of their social life (78% of home owners vs. 58% of prospective buyers).

c) Their financial well-being (77% of home owners vs. 42% of prospective buyers).

d) Their over-all life (88% of current homeowners vs. 70 of prospective buyers).
*To find out more about the above report, visit my real estate blog at www.StPeteHomePage.com

Kent Rodahaver 727.301.7300

Thinking about selling?
Visit KentGetsItSold.com
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