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HELP SUPPORT OUR AMAZING 
JAZZ BANDby Steve Kornell

�e Lakewood High School Jazz Band has 
been invited to perform at the historic Apol-
lo �eater in New York City in the spring 
of 2018. Parents, students and staff are busy 
preparing for the trip, including raising the 

necessary funds for the band to travel to New York City. 
�ey are selling a CD the Jazz Band recorded that con-
tains one original song written by a student and six jazz 
standards. At my urging, the financing to record the CD 
was provided by the City of St. Petersburg. �e production 
of this CD supports my goal of growing our local music 
industry and supporting our local schools. �e suggested 
donation for the CD is $10 (more is always welcome) and 
they are available at the following locations:
City Council office on the 2nd floor of City Hall – 175 5th 
Street North 
Lakewood High School -1400 54th Avenue South
Carter G Woodson African American History Museum – 
2240 9th Avenue South
Image Salon – 5457 31st Street South
�e recording of this CD involved many partners. We are 
fortunate to have one of the top training programs for the 
music industry right here in St. Petersburg, SPC’s MIRA 
(Music Industry and Recording Arts) program. �ey were 
quick and willing partners on the project. �ey provided 
the space for the students to record the CD, and one of 
their professors, Tom Morris, provided sound engineering 
for the recording of the CD. Tom is one of the top sound 
engineers in the entire country and serves on the board of 
the Grammy awards.

�is entire project would not have happened if it weren’t 
for the excellent Band Director at Lakewood High School, 
Michael Kernodle. He has single-handedly revived the 
music program at Lakewood. Under his guidance and in-
struction, the Lakewood High School music students are 
performing at the highest possible levels. �is is evidenced 
by the fact that in 2016 they were declared national cham-
pions at a jazz band competition in New Orleans. It is im-
portant that our entire community supports Mr. Kernodle 
and his students. 

�is project has many benefits, in addition to raising funds 
for our students to go on their trip. We were fortunate to 
be able to engage our local high school students with St. 
Petersburg College and let them see the possibilities of a ca-
reer in music. �e students also experienced working with 
a top sound engineer to record a CD. �ey learned about 
writing and recording original songs, and copyright law. 
�rough the process of selling their CDs, the students will 
also learn how to market their product. 
I believe this type of project will develop future musicians 
who will really help put St. Petersburg on the map as a 
“Music City.” I strongly believe that our local neighbor-
hoods can provide the support needed to make their trip 
happen. With your support, soon these creative youth will 
perform at the Apollo �eater. 

LAND USE IN LAKEWOOD 
If you don’t think the variance requested for 2120 Barce-
lona Way represents a problem, take a drive by 1824 Bonita 
Way and see what’s going on there. �e developer for this 
property was able to get a variance before we realized the 
consequences, but it’s obvious now why this is a problem. 
Notice how the second of the two houses he is being al-
lowed to build on what used to be a lot with one house has 

created an eyesore – a house being literally wedged between 
its neighbors. �is is the sort of greed-driven abuse that 
Lakewood intends to resist. We do not believe we have seen 
the last of these variance requests -- the city’s own land use 
regulations require 100’ for each house and we intend to 
make sure they don’t again violate that regulation because 
a developer sees a way to make a tidy profit.
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KOKOMO 
                 Salon and Spa

4915 34th St. S. • St. Petersburg • 727-867-1925

FULL SERVICE SALON
Color/Cut/Style - $65
Cut n’ Style - $35
Men’s Haircut - $15
Walk-ins Welcome

with this Ad
First Time 
Guests Only$5 OFF 

EYE ON CRIME
As reported in the September issue, we don’t have 
any hard numbers from which to draw conclusions 
about our experiment with a security guard, but we 
found something very interesting that might shed 
some light on that question. We pulled up the sta-
tistics for the two main issues we have here, or at 
least have had in the past: residential burglaries and 
thefts from cars. During the 3-month period following the 
first week of school in 2016, there were 31 car break-ins in 
Lakewood and 11 home burglaries. In the same period in 
2017, which marked the end of our 12-week security guard 
experiment, there were 7 cars broken into and 1 house. 
�at is an enormous decrease. Should we attribute this to 
the ‘word getting out’ about our security guards? Probably.
One of the more interesting features of crime statistics is 
that you don’t always see what you get. A number that 
shows a decrease in crime might represent just that -- less 
crime -- but it might in fact represent a decrease in arrests. 
We checked the areas around us to see if they enjoyed a 
similar decrease, and they did not. So this happy set of 
numbers is not due to increased police work, or more ar-
rests, but rather to less crime. 
On another note, we continue to have problems getting 
the PD to focus on what we believe is drug trafficking in 
Lakewood. We recently reported what appeared to be a 

L

suspicious constant coming and going of cars at the 
group home and asked to have it looked into. �e 
PD sent our CSO out to talk to the group home 
supervisor, who said he has a bunch of new kids 
who don’t get a lot of visitors so there’s no problem. 
�e PD never asked to see Lakewood’s video of the 
activity at this house.

So this would appear to be our PD’s method for investigat-
ing drug traffic:
PD to home occupant: Anyone here dealing drugs?

Home occupant: Nope.

Good enough. �is problem has persisted since the PD dis-
banded its Street Crimes unit. �ere are other areas and 
houses where we have asked over and over for investigation 
but we either get no response or are told nothing is going 
on. Street Crimes ran 3 drug houses of out here in the pre-
vious decade; it would appear that, once again, we are on 
our own.
We had only one person express an interest in a special 
meeting to discuss the group home and the problems at 
DCF with our state rep and senator, and the fear is that if 
we don’t give our city council member support, and if we 
don’t do anything proactively to encourage the one person 
who is working on this – Rep. Kathleen Peters of Treasure 
Island – this troublesome house is going to be with us for a 
long time. And the real fear is that other group homes will 
follow. Meanwhile, these kids are not getting the attention 
and counselling they need. To repeat the awful statistic: 
�is house had 61 calls for service up to the date of our 
meeting in September. �at averages out to one call every 
7.3 days.

OUR ADVERTISERS MAKE YOUR
LAKEWOOD ESTATES NEWSLETTER

POSSIBLE
Please patronize them as your needs allow
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DRIVING TIP
What constitutes tail-gating?  Here’s what the statute says:
316.0895: �e driver of a motor vehicle shall not follow an-
other vehicle more closely than is reasonable and prudent, 
having due regard for the speed of such vehicles and the traf-
fic upon, and the condition of, the highway.

Tail-gating in Florida is a moving violation. If drivers tail-
gate, they can be stopped by law enforcement, ticketed, fined 
and points will be added against their drivers’ licenses. 
A driver does not have time to “perceive” a problem if he is 
tailgating at a speed of 65 to 70 MPH because he is travelling 
100+ feet per second.  �e vehicle being “tailgated” may of-
ten apply the brakes before the tailgater knows what is hap-
pening. If he cannot “perceive” a problem, he cannot hit the 
brakes and attempt to stop.

L

Landscape Services Design & Installation
Sprinkler Installation Sod Installation
Drainage Systems Landscape Lighting
Watergardens Tree Trimming
Koi Ponds Brick Pavers

 “Where Quality      Takes Root!”

727.865.6655
agreenerimage@hotmail.com

2233 Green Way So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

A GREENER IMAGE
Landscaping LLC

Sean O’Connor
Kendra O’Connor

PET REGISTRY
Is your cat or dog in the Lake-
wood pet registry? Paid members 
can send a photo of their pet to be 
posted on the web site in the event 
the animal goes for an unauthor-
ized walk-about. We strongly en-
courage you to do this. We often 
find loose animals in Lakewood 
that could be returned to a worried 

owner a lot sooner if we didn’t have to put out the word 
to 500 houses asking if anyone knows where the animal 
belongs. Non-members in particular can suffer for many 
hours because they don’t get the ‘found animal’ alerts in 
their email.

AID FOR PUERTO RICO
Our own Kendrea Meyer was able to put together a huge 
amount of food and other necessities for the victims of Hur-
ricane Maria. �e photo below is one of two loaded trucks 
delivered to a central location near Orlando. Of course, it is 
not nearly enough but we are advised that the supplies are 
piling up all over the island because of difficulty in getting 
them to where they are needed. When the logjam clears, 
Kendrea will let us know so we can round up another do-
nation. We also have a new resident who is with the Coast 
Guard and he, too, is keeping us informed.

4501 34th STREET SOUTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA  33711

PH: 727-867-6977
Your HQ for NO SOLICITING signs!

SUNSHINE
SKYWAY

ACE HARDWARE
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
What can we say about the events of September 10th and 
the days that followed? �ere can be no doubt that as much 
as we value the Association and recognize how it contrib-
utes to the sense of community, Irma showed us what we 
can do in a crisis. Never has the Google group been so use-
ful in uniting those who had with those who needed, pro-
viding updates from the city and Duke, bringing neighbors 
together. Two weeks later a resident stopped me in the su-
permarket, still in tears of gratitude for the total strangers 
who offered her help. I would like to extend my personal 
thanks to all the people who brought us food, loaned us a 
portable battery, offered to lend a generator, opened their 
door so I could charge my phone, and on the last night, 
when I was at the end of my rope, gave me an air-condi-
tioned room to sleep in. 
When it was all over and the dust had settled, I was so 
proud of Lakewood! �is is one extraordinary and wonder-
ful neighborhood! 
�e Association came into its own on September 10th. 
Now we know what it can do. And now we can take what 
we’ve learned and put it toward a disaster guide for our 
neighborhood. �at is in the works. Here’s a rough list of 
what the plan might contain:

Emergency Contact Phone #’s
Utility Contact Phone #
Volunteer Crisis Management Team
Lakewood Evacuation Zone Map
List of Shelters
List of Emergency Supplies
City Brush Sites
Parks and Recreation - Charging Station Locations
FEMA Information
Donation Stations

A copy of this document would be on the web site and a 
hard copy distributed to every home.

Fall foliage, Irma-style.
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CENTENNIAL PICNIC –
WHAT A GREAT DAY!

Somewhere around 75-80 people turned out on October 14th for Lakewood’s 100th birthday picnic. �e guests brought 
good eats, the kids had games to play, conversation with lively, and the highlight was the combo from the Lakewood 
High School jazz band. For more than an hour, these kids held the crowd mesmerized with their music. Just a reminder 
that they are selling a professionally produced CD of their music for $10 each to raise money to go to New York City 
next year to play at both Lincoln Center and the Apollo �eater! 
Jennifer Flannery won the Centennial money tree 
- decorated with 100 $1 bills which she generously 
donated to the Lakewood Animal Fund. She and 
Chuck Breen along with Rich and Palm Miller did 
yeoman service on the grill, Norman Oliver helped 
tote around the portable mic, Maya Burke worked 
with the park and the band, and Sue Godfirnon was 
of great assistance in both planting the reminder yard 
signs and picking them up. �anks go to everyone 
who pitched in - too many to mention - to the entire 
staff at Boyd Hill for their help and generosity, and 
to the City of St. Petersburg for the $500 grant that 
made it all possible. Band director Mike Kernodle introduces his combo.

Digging in.

Rich Miller (l) and Chuck Breen (r) wrangle the grill. Jack Ellis and Sue Godfirnon enjoy the jazz.



L E N • 6

2017 FOOD BANK LUNCHEON
Marcie Sefchick and Carolyn Wilson represented 
Lakewood at the Food Bank’s annual report and 
fund raiser luncheon on October 6th. �ey will be 
at the November 15th meeting to tell us about the 
event, which is always an eye-opener.

Meeting and greeting at the park.

Steve Kornell and Rick Baker say cheese for the camera.Some of the crowd at the food pavilion.

Jennifer 
Flannery won 
the Centennial 
money tree 
and donated 
the 100 $1 
bills to the 
Animal Fund 
of Lakewood .
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MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT FORM

 New Member  Renewal

 Name: _____________________________________________________________________

 Address: ___________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________

 Phone: ______________________________ E-mail: ________________________________
 (please print)

 $15.00 Annual Membership Enclosed  Additional Donation $_________

Please send to: LECA, P.O. Box 15903, St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Designed and printed by: Olympus Printing
6476 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg

727-302-0919

LAKEWOOD ESTATES
CIVIC ASSOCIATION

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
Judy Ellis • President

864-3957, 460-1586  •  lecapresident@gmail.com

Kent Rodahaver • Vice President
401-7300  •  kentrodahaverealtor@gmail.com

Patsy Wedding • Secretary/Treasurer
867-8450  •  patsybowler@gmail.com

Melanie Henson
Director •  Crime Watch Coordinator

Animals of Lakewood Fund Coordinator 
258-8122 • melsmail70@gmail.com

Bonnie Rocks • Director
329-9239  •   brocks@knology.net

Pete Robison • Director
(727) 421-3305  •  peter.d.robison@gmail.com

Ola Bryant • Director
867-0789  •  babyL4@aol.com

Roy Hunt • Director
867-0527  •  RoyEHunt@aol.com

Lakewood Estates News is made possible by the 
continued support and generosity of our
neighborhood Realtor Kent Rodahaver.

NEXT MEETING
NOVEMBER 15, 7:00 P.M.
AT THE COUNTRY CLUB

Je� Baker from Duke Energy will be there to 
answer your questions about the Irma power 
outage and to listen to our suggestions about 
what Duke, and we, can do better if this ever 

happens again.
�e Food Bank is in need of canned soup as well 
as all the other usual stuff – pasta, rice, canned 
meat, toiletries. Also, we have learned that the 

Food Bank will accept dog and cat food - people 
who can’t afford to feed themselves usually cannot 
afford to feed their pets, and a lack of funds should 

not force a family to give up a furry friend.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
Kristin Boles & Mike Heintz

RJ Myers
Christophe & Veronique Couedelo

Ray & Courtney Dacres
Trenia Cox

Gabriela Loncar
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Recent Sales in Lakewood Estates

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE “WINTER OFF-SEASON”
A common thought in real estate is never list your home in the winter off-season. Perpetuated by industry experts, 
agents, and repeat sellers alike, this saying encourages many would-be sellers to wait until spring to list their homes. 
Contrary to what many believe, studies show that homes listed in the winter off-season not only sell faster than those in 
the spring, but sellers also realize above average selling prices at this time. Do not wait until spring to sell. If you have
been thinking of selling your home, the time to list is now.  

Since most sellers are waiting until spring to list, our local inventory drops. There are still motivated buyers who are 
ready to move now and do not want to wait that long to purchase a home. While you may have fewer showings in the 
off-season, buyers who do visit will be more serious about writing an offer. As a result, your home will likely sell faster 
than it would have during the peak season. - If you want other ideas of ways that I coach my sellers in successfully 
preparing their home for a swift sale, connect with me. I am always eager to share and always available to help.

Kent Rodahaver Charles Rutenberg Realty, Inc.   727.301.7300



      Building a Partnership………..Growing our Community 

Residents that are Members of the Lakewood Civic Association 
May Join St. Pete Country Club  

2000 Country Club Way S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712  ●   727-867-2111 ● www.stpetecountryclub.com 

Offering Golf, Tennis, Swimming, and Dining, The Club has many opportunities to 
suit your needs….. 

  
Call us today to arrange a tour and discuss what opportunity is best for you! 


