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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
On February 8th we held our 5th 
Movie Night in Lakewood. The weath-
er was not perfect but it was a vast im-
provement over the mess in October 
that forced us to reschedule the movie 
to February 8th. It was a little chilly 
but whatever the reason, the turnout 
was still far below expectation. Having 
the Lakewood Jazz Band cancel on us 
only a few hours before the event prob-
ably didn’t help. We passed out over 
2000 flyers, including to all the local 
elementary schools, and while the do-
nations for the Bruno Fund were gen-

erous – some people stopped by just for 
that purpose and then left - even with 
free food the attendance of about 40 
means we probably should try some-
thing else to celebrate our community 
spirit. 
The Board will meet this month; on 
the agenda will be a discussion of ways 
to bring us together. We are already 
one of the most involved and partici-
patory neighborhoods in the city, but 
we can do better. There are over 1600 
homes in Lakewood - we should be 
able to turn out a crowd! Among the 
things we will consider is expanding 
the Paws for a Parade event we held in 
the spring of 2019. About 35 people 
turned out with their pets in wonderful 

costumes. It was the first of its kind but 
the enthusiasm was there, and it seems 
to have the potential to be a successful 
annual event. Among other things, it 
is far less expensive and labor-intensive 
than the movie.
We want to hear from you! Contact 
any of the board members listed in this 
newsletter with your thoughts, sugges-
tions, ideas, comments. Keep in mind 
that the city will give us $500 each year 
as a mini-grant for this purpose. Also, 
because we know this is coming, do not 
suggest food trucks. We all love them 
but they all have a minimum, and if we 
don’t purchase enough, the Association 
will be stuck for the difference.

(Photos courtesy of Pam Miller)

Kidzonomics®, LLC originated in New 
Jersey in 2013 and converted to a Flor-
ida company in 2017, accompanied 
by its Founder, Sheena Qualles-De 
Freece. I’ve enjoyed a 25 year manage-
ment career in multiple settings in the 
NJ banking industry and 13 years as 
a NJ educator before retiring to enjoy 

Florida’s abundance of sunshine in 
2015. But I DID NOT really retire... 
I was apprehensive about settling 
down to a retirement life style, and 
especially concerned about how these 
financially challenging times impact 
IGen and GenZ young people, I de-
cided to capitalize on both my bank-
ing and educator experience. After all, 
these young people are our future! It’s 
paramount that the young generations 
become financially astute, especially 
given today’s evolving financial, cash-

less, digital app transaction platforms. 
With little physical contact with cur-
rency, their understanding of money is 
highly abstract, making it easy to see 
money as abundant as digits – virtu-
ally limitless. That increases the ur-
gency for youths’ exposure to financial 
literacy concepts to occur as soon as 
possible; ideally, as soon as a child ex-
tends his or her hand for money. My 
philosophy is that, “as soon as children 
extend their hand for money–whatev-

(Continued on page 3)

By Sheena Qualles-De Freece



Lakewood Estates News • 2

 

Listing Agent/Advisor 

727-251-0494 
LindaMorganProperties@gmail.com 

LindaMorganProperties.com 

Do you have friends that would love to live in 
 St. Pete, or Lakewood Estates? 

I can help them find the perfect home. 

Call Me Today! 

 

 
Coldwell  Banker Realty    280 Beach Drive NE 

Call today to find out 
your home’s value in 

today’s market!
  

 

L

HATS OFF TO ONE OF OUR OWN!
The state has named a new col-
lege scholarship after our very 
own treasurer and all-around 
good egg. It is the Patsy Wed-
ding Annual Florida State 
Youth Scholarship. This is an 
incredible honor, and recogni-
tion for the years she has spent 
dedicated to and leading the 
Florida youth section of the 
US Bowling Congress. Con-
gratulations, Patsy!

NEXT MEETING
MARCH 18, 7:00 P.M.

AT THE COUNTRY CLUB.
Our guest will be Deborah Figgs-Sanders, our new 
District 5 council member. We would like to get to 
know her, and we would like her to get to know us. 
Come at 6:30 and socialize with cobbler and coffee.
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er their age -- they understand the value of money.” This is 
that crucial teachable moment where a child can be taught 
age appropriate concepts about how money operates, es-
pecially how it relates to wants and needs, consumerism, 
savings, and short and long term goals.
Yes, raising financially savvy children is an enormous task 
confronting parents these days. Thus, Kidzonomics has 
joined the cause of cultivating financially conscious youth, 
empowering them with engaging age appropriate “realis-
tic financial” situations in order to learn and apply money 
management skills. 
Since relocating to Florida, Kidzonomics has enhanced 
its curriculum to include the hands in the soil workshop - 
Sweet Potato Economics. Through gardening, Kidzonom-

ics® introduces children to agriculture, household budget-
ing techniques such as Kitchen Scrap Gardening, and ways 
to stretch the food budget and combat food insecurity by 
re-growing fruits and vegetables from parts of leftovers. 
Kidzonomics’ workshops are for children from 6 years old 
to adolescence. Our workshops are fun-filled, hands-on 
interactive sessions wherein children create goal focused 
recycled piggy banks (see pictures), learn about entrepre-
neurship, participate in a simulated household, learn about 
online financial resources, and much, much more. 

Some Workshops: 
• Architect of Your Legacy
• Pennies Matter
• Prioritizing Wants & Addressing Needs
• Analyzing & Juggling Budgetary Skills 
• Galaxy Market & Expo. Application of co-op principles 

& entrepreneurship
• Sweet Potato Economics 
• Financial Literacy Circle

Some of Kidzonomics’ Clients: 
• 21 Century iClass 
• St. Pete Earth Day 2019 & 2020
• MLK Day of Service Awardee (2017-2019) 
• Youth Farm at Enoch Center
• Youth Financial Birthday Parties 
• VPK 

L

(Continued from page 1)

This Easter,
bring every-bunny together.

Preorder at edible.com or
pickup at your local store today.

Get $10 OFF orders 
of $60+
Expires: 05/02/2020
Use code LESP0259

727-864-9894
4827 34th St. South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Cannot be combined with any other offers. See store for details. Edible Arrangements®, the Fruit Basket Logo, and 
other marks mentioned herein are registered trademarks of Edible IP, LLC. ©2020 Edible IP, LLC. All rights reserved.
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50% Off
Delivery Fees for 
Lakewood Estates 

Residents.

(727) 823-1414 Y 10  4th St N, Downtown St. Petersburg Y www.GreenBench.com

  
  
Owned &

Operated by a  Operated by a  
Lakewood Estates 
Resident & LECA 

Member

St. Pete’s Favorite Florist for over 30 years.

RANDOM NOTES FROM AMNESIA WAY SOUTH
We heard some interesting statis-
tics at the January meeting about the 
way stray and surrendered animals 
are handled in this county. While the 
counties around us regularly euthanize 
outrageous numbers of cats and dogs, 
Pinellas does this only in the event 
of illness, aggression or untamed/fe-
ral. This means that when we find an 
abandoned dog or cat in Lakewood, we 
can save ourselves the $100s we used 
to spend getting it health-checked and 
neutered; the County will do this, and 
we can rest assured that if the animal is 
not suffering from some terminal and/
or infectious illness, it will be adopted. 
Animal Services works with the SPCA, 
Humane Society and Friends of Strays 
so it has a wide net. The two gentlemen 
from the County - Doug Brightwell, 
Director, and Jay McGill, our enforce-
ment officer - said that they “brag on 
Lakewood” all the time and that if oth-

er neighborhoods were as proactive and 
involved as we are, their jobs would be 
a lot easier. Yea us!
The Animal Fund of Lakewood is still 
very much alive and of use, so keep 
those donations coming. As glad as 
we are to have the County taking over 
many of the expenses associated with 
abandonment, we still have animals, es-
pecially cats, that need local attention.
Beef O’Brady’s has new franchise own-
ers. They have suspended their adver-
tising with us and made other changes 
that are not what you would call neigh-
borhood-oriented. The new owner has 
contacted us and promises to join in a 
conversation about ways to ensure that 
this local business focuses on remaining 
an active and involved member of the 
Skyway Marina community. 
Unyard Sale. Due to an overwhelm-
ing lack of enthusiasm for another try 

at holding a yard sale, we have turned 
to the next best thing, a neighborhood 
“clean-up day.” Goodwill will bring its 
truck to the parking area in or near the 
soccer field lot on the morning of April 
4th and leave it there all day. The city 
will bring a dumpster or two on the eve-
ning of April 3rd and leave them there 
through the weekend. Someone will be 
at the Goodwill truck at all times, and 
if you need help getting anything to 
them or to the dumpster, let us know 
because we have members with pick-up 
trucks willing and able to help.
Dues were payable in January. If you 
have not paid by the time you get this 
newsletter, remember that the grace pe-
riod expires on March 31st, after which 
you will no longer get the Bulletins or 
have any of the other membership priv-
ileges. There is a form as well as instruc-
tions in this issue.
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HELLO! I’M DENISE ANDERSON YOUR ST. PETE REALTOR®

L
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CELEBRATING FLORIDA’S HIGHWAYMEN, HISTORIC OUTSIDER ARTISTS
Depending on how long you have lived in Florida, you may 
or may not have heard of the Highwaymen. They are better 
known today, but not very long ago they were an anony-
mous group of Florida artists selling original paintings of 
Florida landscapes from the trunks of their cars. Though 
they would not be called the Highwaymen for several 
decades, these African-American artists created a unique 
chapter in Florida’s cultural history. From the 1950s into 
the 1980s, a total of twenty-six individuals from Fort Pierce 
and nearby areas were creating Florida folk art – and doing 
it well under the radar of the art world. The artists featured 
paintings of familiar Florida scenes - crashing waves on 
windswept beaches, palm trees bent by the wind, majestic 
Royal Poinciana trees, moss-draped oak trees, red-orange 
sunsets, billowing clouds and moonlit rivers. Their palette 
included vibrant colors of verdant greens, sunset oranges - 
and blues and grays that often featured the sun or moon 
backlighting the scene. The Highwaymen often painted 
from memory as they captured scenes of the natural Flor-
ida they had grown up with, one that was yielding to the 
development brought on by the state’s mid-Twentieth Cen-
tury growth. 
During the mid-1990s, Florida museum curator and art 
collector Jim Fitch was credited as recognizing and nam-

ing the group as “The Highwaymen.” Tampa Bay Times 
journalist Jeff Klinkenberg and others highlighted the art-
ists, giving attention to these lesser-known individuals. 
The recognition of the work and resurgence in their popu-
larity continues to this day. In 2004, 26 members of The 
Highwaymen were inducted into the Florida Hall of fame. 
Those members inducted were: Curtis Arnett, Hezekiah 
Baker, Al “Blood” Black, Ellis Buckner, George Buckner, 
Robert Butler, Mary Ann Carroll, Johnny Daniels, Willie 
Daniels, Rodney Demps, James Gibson, Alfred Hair, Isaac 
Knight, Robert Lewis, John Maynor, Roy McLendon, Al-
fonso “Pancho” Moran, Sam, Lemuel and H. Harold New-
ton, Willie Reagan, Livingston “Castro” Roberts, Cornell 
“Pete” Smith, Charles Walker, Sylvester Wells and Charles 
“Chico” Wheeler. Some of the Highwaymen - many in 
their 70s and 80s - still exhibit their art around the state, 
which has evolved into more methodical slower-paced art. 
Nowadays their paintings are highly prized, commanding 
much more than the original selling price. The work is also 
featured in museums, traveling exhibits, galleries and pri-
vate collections throughout the state and country.

A SLICE OF HISTORY
One of the better known eateries in this city is the Coney Island Grill 
on MLK near 3rd Avenue N. It opened in 1926, making it the oldest 
family-owned restaurant in St. Pete. Hot dogs were a nickel and burg-
ers were a dime. What is interesting is that it has preserved a relic from 
an unfortunate time in our history - one that should not be forgotten. 
These are photographs of the interior and exterior walls of that restau-
rant, near the corner of the parking lot. You may have eaten there and 
never noticed them. They are reminders of the time when the black 
people of this city could not go into a restaurant. They would put 
money through that opening into a box inside the restaurant and the 
staff would put the food in the box and pass it to the outside.

Al Black Robert L. Lewis
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LAKEWOOD ESTATES
CIVIC ASSOCIATION

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

Judy Ellis • President
864-3957, 460-1586  •  lecapresident@gmail.com

Kent Rodahaver • Vice President
301-7300  •  kentrodahaverealtor@gmail.com

Patsy Wedding • Treasurer
867-8450  •  patsybowler@gmail.com

Melanie Henson • Secretary
Crime Watch Coordinator

Animals of Lakewood Fund Coordinator 
258-8122 • melsmail70@gmail.com

Bonnie Rocks • Director
329-9239  •   Bonnierocks725@gmail.com

Pete Robison • Director
421-3305  •  peter.d.robison@gmail.com

Ola Bryant • Director
867-0789  •  babyL4@aol.com

Designed and printed by Olympus Printing  •  6476 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33707  •  727-302-0919

NEW MEMBERS:
Stephen Pace  •  Barbara Najarian

Sam & Cindy Dudding  •  Kristy Murphy
Steven Barefield & Kyu Yamamoto

Mark & Kim Manley
Eric Wilson & Kevin Parker  •  Frank Craft

Tom Judson & Dick Oliver  •  Xina Rim
Robert & Elizabeth Bergin

RETURNING MEMBERS:
Rudy Green  •  Marty Untied

Kent & Tawana Channer  •  Danny & Laurin Weir
Bonnie Touchton  •  Roy & Pam Mjelde

Giles & Jeannette Williams  •  Shirley Parker
Calvin & Roshanda Smith  •  Patricia Terrell

Cynthia Pierce  •  Nancy Van Lenten
Joseph & Brenda Pierce  •  Nathaniel & Louise Nixon

Ramon Forman & Donna Knight
Rev. Curtis & Brenda Dennis

Brian & Hailey Godden  •  Howard Bell
Dorothea Thompson

MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT FORM

 New Member      Renewal

 Name: _____________________________________________________________________

 Address: ___________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________

 Phone: ______________________________ E-mail: ________________________________
 (please print)

 $20.00 Annual Membership Enclosed       Additional Donation $_________

Please send to: LECA, P.O. Box 15903, St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Dues were payable in January. If you have not paid by the time you get this newsletter, remember that the 
grace period expires on March 31st, after which you will no longer get the Bulletins or have any of the other 
membership privileges. Use the form on this page or go to our web site and use the Paypal link under Join Us.

 www.lakewoodstpete.com



Lakewood Estates News • 8

L
L

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING?
We often brag that you don’t have to shop outside of Lakewood because we have at least “1 of everything” when it comes 
to products and services. It is in fact a remarkable list so we thought we would publish it. The owners of these businesses 
are all members of the Association. 
· Donna Penrod does nails at the KoKoMo salon on 34th Street
· Luke Phillips’ air conditioning business is next to Munch’s on 6th Street
· Kat Klingerman and Jean Colton have a licensed cottage industry for 

their jams and jellies business
· James Doran owns DMS Plumbing
· Frank Craft owns Green Bench Flowers at 10 4th Street North
· Bill Pupo owns Eddie’s Auto Repair across from Munch’s
· Josiah Gumbs is a licensed electrician, as is Mike Farver
· Bob Sanders and Jason Saposnik are our own local computer gurus
· Calvin Dennie is a licensed private investigator

· Michael and Kathy Rader own Bayway Travel
· Becky Launchi provides insurance at 4th Street Professionals
· Deborah Fleming is a licensed nurse and Bonnie Rocks is a licensed 

home health care professional.
· Damon Hamisak does yard work.
· Chris and Donna Martin do pet sitting as does Melanie Henson
· Sean and Kendra O’Connor run A Greener Image lawn care and also do 

handyman work and remodeling, including sprinkler systems
· Dave DiPietro can probably fix anything ever invented
· Charlie Johnson, handyman, can tackle your “Honey Do” list.
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What is Your Home Worth in Today’s Market?  Visit LakewoodEstatesHomeValues.com

Heading into 2020 Consumers Are Optimistic About Home Buying
The most recent Fannie Mae Home Purchase Sentiment Index (HPSI) shows that consumers are feeling optimistic about the state 
of our real estate market - and what it means for the home buying process. The HPSI increased 2.7 points to 91.5. That was not 
only a rebound from the prior month’s decline, but also approached the survey’s record high. 

Some of the most telling (and optimistic!) statistics from the HPSI include: 

• 61 percent of Americans say now is a good time to buy—up from 57 percent
• Only 29 percent of Americans feel now is a bad time to buy—down from 36 percent
• 50 percent of Americans believe home prices will stay the same or go down over the next 12 months  

The Takeaway: What does this mean for you? If you are thinking about selling, it might be a good time for you to put your house on 
the market and capitalize on buyer optimism and confidence in the market.

*To find out more regarding local market trends, buying, and selling, visit www.StPeteHomePage.com

Kent Rodahaver 727.301.7300

Thinking about selling?
VisitKentGetsItSold.com
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MEMBERSHIP AT SPCC

Make SPCC  Membership a reality in 2020.
With options for year-round and seasonal
access, we are sure to have a plan for you.
Summer offerings begin April 1st. 
 
 

GOLF, TENNIS, AND SWIM INSTRUCTION

Membership has its privileges, and private
top notch instruction is one of the perks.
Improve your swing, speed, and agility; it's
never too late to up your game.

EVENTS AND FAMILY FUN
Join now and enjoy member events  like
our annual Easter Egg Hunt,  After School
Tennis, Ladies Nine & Wine, Painting Night,
Kid's Summer Camps, Swim Team and
much more.
 
 


